
  

Dragonfly ruling means HMRC calling the shots on IR35 
and contractor status

With the smoke still clearing after the recent failure of Dragonfly Consulting’s and Jonathan Bessell’s 

IR35 appeal in the High Court, a shocked contracting sector is starting to take stock of the 

implications of the ruling.  

One thing already appears clear, though: until the case law of the Dragonfly appeal has been tested, contractors should be aware that

under almost any circumstances HMRC can now call the shots on who is within and outside IR35.  

Lessons learned 

There is considerable doubt, following the ruling by the Honourable Mr Justice Henderson, that the rights of contractors and freelance 

professionals will ever be the same again. The decision may have paved the way for a watershed in how highly skilled flexible 

professionals work.  

However, contractors have proved to be resilient in the face of adversity, as highlighted by ContractorCalculator ’s recent survey of 

contractors ’ opinions on their prospects during the current credit crunch.  

Further analysis of the Dragonfly Consulting High Court ruling will be reported on ContractorCalculator as the implications become 

clearer.  

Published: Monday, September 08, 2008  

Tweet  

© 2011 All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited. Please see our copyright notice. If you 

want to use any content you have seen on this site then please request our media pack and ask for details of our Content Licencing 

Service.  

 

Readers Comments... 

 

 Be the first to comment on this article

  

Also of interest...

¡ IR35 Calculator  

¡ HM Revenue and Customs  

Related Calculators:

Related Internet Links:

¡ Crucial Dragonfly Consulting IR35 appeal has been lost 

¡ Dragonfly decision could threaten IR35 defences for thousands of contractors 

¡ Contractor loses £99,000 in IR35 case for being 'part and parcel'  

¡ What is IR35?  

Related News:

Related Guides:

© Copyright 2011 Byte-Vision Limited UK. All rights reserved Copyright notice 

 ABCe verified website - last audit confirmed 130,682 monthly unique visitors  

http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/dragonfly_consulting_ir35_appeal_lost_296510_news.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/what_is_ir35.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/contractors_resilient_credit_crunch_295310_news.aspx
http://twitter.com/share
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/copyright.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/RequestMediaPack.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/dragonfly_ruling_hmrc_ir35_contractor_status_addcomment.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/dragonfly_ruling_hmrc_ir35_contractor_status_addcomment.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/dragonfly_consulting_ir35_appeal_lost.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/dragonfly_decision_ir35_defences_contractors.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/contractor_dragonfly_ir35.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/what_is_ir35.aspx
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/ir35calculator.aspx
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/
http://www.omniture.com/
http://www.contractorcalculator.co.uk/CopyRight.aspx

